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NOTES: CRIMINAL INSANITY AND THE LAW. 

thought of the responsibilities which wealth imposes upon its owner, com- 
mits a foul and cowardly murder in a public resort. If he were sane there 
could be no escape from the penalty of death. His only defense is insanity. 
After a long and seemingly needless delay — and delays in hailing murderers 
to the bar for trial bring the administration of criminal law into disrepute — 
he is brought to trial, which by reason of the manner in which it is con- 
ducted, degenerates into a disgraceful farce, and a confused jury finds itself 
unable to agree. A second trial, conducted properly and with dignity, 
results in a verdict of acquittal on the ground of insanity, and thereupon 
the prisoner is sent by the court, as required by the statute, to a state asylum 
for the criminal insane. From this he plans to get free upon successive 
writs of habeas corpus, for which he purposes to apply so long as his purse 
will enable him to pay zealous counsel and unscrupulous experts. We say 
unscrupulous experts, for, to the shame of the medical profession, be it 
spoken, the expert who at one time swears him out of jail on the opinion 
of insanity, attempts at another time to swear him out of the asylum by 
an opinion of sanity. So forgetful are the murderer's family of their duty 
to society, their obligations to uphold the law, that they aid and abet the 
plot and instead of leaving him to his fate, as it is their duty as citizens 
to do, they claim, forsooth, that he is an object of persecution. Among the 
numerous judges of the supreme court of this state, the chances are that 
there is at least one whose head is not able to control his heart, and the only 
problem in the murderer's quest for freedom is to discover who that par- 
ticular judge is. There may be a number of proceedings, but he will at 
last be found, and then, upon a petition to him, and backed up by the medical 
experts, whose favorable opinions can be bought for cash, the path to free- 
dom will be cleared of all obstacles. It is a mere question of time and 
money when this particular murderer will be set free to direct his homicidal 
inclinations against some other citizen who has fallen or may hereafter 
come under his displeasure. And everything done according to the forms 
of law." 

To prevent such abuses in the future the committee recommends that 
hereafter insanity or other mental deficiency shall not be a defense against 
a charge of crime and that it shall not prevent the trial of the accused unless 
his mental condition is such as to satisfy the court upon its own inquiry that 
he is unable, by reason thereof, to make proper preparations for his defense. 
"The only point we urge for consideration," the committee concludes, "is, 
that a man who has done an evil deed ought not to be acquitted, but found 
guilty, and if insane, he should be sentenced to an asylum. Being under 
sentence, he would have no right to a writ of habeas corpus, and could 
only be set free by pardon. Thus the judicial farce, of murderers being 
acquitted by reason of insanity, and set free on account of sanity, would 
be ended.'" 

The National Conference of Charities and Corrections. — The thirty- 
seventh annual meeting of the National Conference of Charities and Correc- 
tions will be held in St. Louis, May 19-26. The Conference now has more 
than 2,500 members and its annual meetings are attended by from 1,200 to 
1,500 persons. Its general purpose, namely, the diffusion of trustworthy 

130 



NOTES: NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHARITIES. 

information and the stimulation of right sentiment on the difficult problems 
of charity and correction, has remained unchanged, though in recent years 
its sphere of activities has been greatly widened. The program for the forth- 
coming meeting is divided among a number of committees, each composed 
partly of members and partly of non-members, whom the Conference desires 
to attract to itself. The following are the committees and the topics which 
each will consider; 

1. State Supervision and Administration. — As regards the insane, the 
topics to be considered are "After Care," "Psychopathic Hospitals," "Legal 
Problems Involved in Commitment," and a paper is expected by a distin- 
guished alienist who is now traveling in the East, on "The Care of the Insane 
in China and Japan." 

2. Law Breakers. — The most urgent public question of the moment 
which a committee on law breakers can consider is probably adult probation, 
and that will be presented and discussed by a chief justice of a municipal 
court, the secretary of a probation association and others. Equally important, 
if not so much in the public eye, is the legal treatment of public intoxication 
to which a section will be devoted. Another section meeting will be occu- 
pied by a symposium on the Woman Delinquent and educational methods as 
a cause of delinquency and the placing out and after care of delinquent girls 
will be presented. 

Because its interest is perennial and because it is specially interesting to 
the people of Missouri, the reformatory system as exhibited at Elmira, Con- 
cord, Mansfield, etc., will be given prominence. Although practical reformatory 
work will be made most prominent, science and philosophy will not be for- 
gotten. Among the papers announced is one on "The Duty of the Law 
Maker to the Law Breaker" and another on "A Scientific Basis for the 
Treatment of Problems of Criminology and Penology." 

3. Children. — Juvenile courts continue to need discussion and the degree 
to which their original plans have been modified and still need modification 
will be the subject of one section meeting. Child placing has been usually 
discussed from the standpoint of the society employing expert paid agents. 
This year the facts concerning a society which is wholly officered by volun- 
teers and which claims to be doing a large amount of good work will be set 
forth. This paper will undoubtedly provoke animated and interesting dis- 
cussion. 

There will be a time and place set apart for a meeting of women engaged 
in corrective work for girls. Other women of the Conference interested in 
the work will be welcomed. 

The advantage of meeting at or about the time of the Conference is 
recognized by some other associations and the Conference itself is conscious 
of its advantage in this connection. 

The National Conference on the Education of Dependent, Backward, 
Truant and Delinquent Children ; The National Federation of Remedial Loan 
Associations ; The National Probation Officers' Association, and the National 
Conference of Jewish Charities in the United States, will each meet in con- 
nection with The National Conference of Charities and Correction. 



131 



